A BISHOP OF THE TWELFTH CEXTl'liY.     89
severe, no one less valued it for its own sake, or had less
superstition or foolish sentiment about it. It was, and is,
considered sacrilege in the Church of Borne to taste food
before saying mass. Hugo, if he saw a priest who was to
officiate exhausted for want of support, and likely to find a 5
difficulty in getting through his work, would order him to eat
as a point of duty, and lectured him for want of faith if he
affected to be horrified.
Like all genuine men, the bishop was an object of special
attraction to children and animals.    The little ones in every 10
house that he entered were always found clinging about his
legs.    Of the attachment of other creatures to him, there was
one very singular instance.    About the time of his installation
there appeared on the mere at Stow Manor, eight miles from
Lincoln, a swan of unusual size, which drove the other male 13
birds from off the water.    Abbot Adam, who frequently saw
the bird, says that he was curiously marked.    The bill was
saffron instead of black, with a saffron tint on the plumage of
the head and neck; and the abbot adds, he was as much
larger than other swans as a swan is larger than a goose. 20
This bird, on the occasion of the bishop's first visit to the
manor, was brought to him to be seen as a curiosity.    He
was usually unmanageable and savage; but the bishop knew
the way to his heart; fed him, and taught him to poke his
head into the pockets of his frock to look for bread-crumbs, 25
which he did not fail to find there.    Ever after he seemed to
know   instinctively  when  the   bishop   was expected,  flew
trumpeting up and down the lake, slapping the water with
his wings ; when the horses approached, he would march out
upon the grass to meet them ; strutted at the bishop's sida, 30
and would sometimes follow him upstairs.
It was a miracle of course to the general mind, though ex-
plicable enough to those who have observed the physical
charm which men who take pains to understand animals are
able to exercise over them.                                                      35